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Hants County Branch 9 celebrates 90th Anniversary
Sharon Thibeau                                
Chair, 90th Anniversary Committee

Windsor, NS –  Members,  media representatives 
and the public attended a moving tribute to local Vet-
erans as the Hants County Branch 9 commemorated its 
90th Anniversary.

The branch was granted the Freedom of  the Town 
and Municipality and a 90th Anniversary mural was un-
veiled as part of  the day-long celebrations on Sept. 12.  

Ninety years ago as veterans returned home from 
the untold terrors of  the Great War, they found solace, 
comradeship and support in the creation of  the Great 
War Veterans Association Branch 9 which eventu-
ally evolved to become Hants County Branch 9 Royal 
Canadian. Growing from 27 members in 1919 to close 
to 1,000 today, the Hants County Branch 9 has been 
a crucial link for local Veterans carrying the torch of  
remembrance in both service to Veterans and com-
memorative activities.

Members of  the Legion and the Ladies Auxiliary 

have contributed much to the community, supporting 
organizations such as the Navy League/Sea Cadets, 
Air Cadets, RCMP Stetson and Spurs and the Victoria 
Order of  Nurses.

“This is a historic time for the Legion that not only 
celebrates 90 years of  those who have served but rec-
ognizes the great contribution of  the many volunteers 
from the branch and the Ladies Auxiliary,” said Conrad 
Gilbert, President of  the Hants County Branch 9.

The mural, entitled Cadence, was commissioned by 
the branch following a competitive process with local 
artists. Kelly Mitchelmore, Windsor artist and business-
owner was chosen to create the three paneled mural 
that tells a story of  pride, dedication, and perseverance 

that the Legion and its members have readily provided 
for the past 90 years and will continue to provide in 
the future. The images of  veterans, community and 
commemoration, convey the Legion’s commitment to 
community, military service and country. 

“As an artist and a Canadian Forces Veteran, Ca-
dence became a labour of  love,” said Ms. Mitchelmore.

“Being a part of  a Legion is so much more than 
badges and ceremonies, it is about giving to the com-
munity, supporting our serving troops, and remem-
bering those who have served our country. It’s about 
serving those who have served. Cadence 
commemorates all those who have served, are serving 
and will serve their country and celebrates the Hants 
County Branch’s 90 years of  being a part of  it all.”

The unveiling ceremony featured Windsor Town 
Crier Lloyd Smith and the Branch Legion Choir. A 
BBQ and concert followed with the CFB Greenwood 
band, Route 66, and Darrell Meyers. All these events 
were open to the public for those 19 and over.

As part of their 90th Anniversary celebrations in September, Hants Co. Branch 9 in Windsor unveiled a new mural (inset). Above, veteran Myron Phil-
lips and Windsor Mayor Paul Beazley join the artist, Kelly Mitchelmore, after the unveiling ceremony. (Glen Parker)

The mural, entitled Cadence, was com-
missioned by the branch following a 
competitive process with local artists.
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